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Turkey Vulture Survival Secrets Bingo 

Objective: To integrate information presented in Survival Secrets of Turkey Vultures in a game-like 

format, ultimately developing a coherent understanding of a topic. 

Materials: 

 Survival Secrets of Turkey Vultures

 Cardstock

 Scissors

 Turkey Vulture Survival Secrets Bingo Board (Guide, pg. 4)

 Turkey Vulture Survival Secrets Game Cards (Guide, pg. 5-7)

 Turkey Vulture Survival Secrets Bingo Answer Sheet (Guide, pg. 8)

 25 game pieces (pennies, buttons, beans, etc.) per player

Procedure: 

 Depending on how many players will be competing, print 2 to 4 Turkey Vulture Survival Secrets

Bingo Boards (Guide, pg. 4) on cardstock.

 Print double copies of Turkey Vulture Survival Secrets Game Cards (Guide, pg. 5-7).

 Use scissors to trim around the boarders of the game board and the cards.

 To play the game, mix up game cards and stack them, face down.

 Each player manages their own game board and collection of game pieces. Players are also free

to refer to Survival Secrets of Turkey Vultures for

fact clarification.

 A player begins by choosing a card from the top of

the stack. If the card matches a space on their

board, they may mark the match with a game piece.

 Note that the center space on the game board is a

Free Space.

 The game card is placed near the face down stack.

 As the game continues, a player loses a turn if they

choose a card that has already been covered on

their board.

 The winner has either blocked out 5 spaces in a row

or covered all of the spaces, depending how the players decide they’d like to play.

 Definitions and description can be verified using the Turkey Vulture Survival Secrets Bingo

Answer Sheet (Guide, pg. 8).

Turkey Vulture Bingo! 
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Turkey Vulture Survival Secrets Bingo Board 
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Turkey Vulture Survival Secrets Game Cards 
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Turkey Vulture Survival Secrets Bingo Answer Sheet 
bald helps to keep blood, flesh, and parasites from sticking to the head 

sharp, hooked beak tip used for tearing flesh into small pieces 

carrion decaying flesh of a dead animal 

Cathartes aura turkey vulture’s scientific name 

cooling effect the reason turkey vultures pee or poop on their legs 

dead turkey vultures eat dead prey in this state rather than kill their own 

dull talons & weak foot muscles unable to stab, grab, and carry prey 

ecosystems Communities of organisms that turkey vultures protect from harmful bacteria 

habitat open woodland, farmland, forests, rangeland, cliffs, etc. 

head small enough to reach into a carcass to access flesh 

nares A bird’s nostrils 

odour molecule released by an 
animal upon death 

ethyl mercaptan 

plumage brownish black 

poses with outstretched wings drying feathers in the warm sun 

raptor Another a name for a “bird of prey” 

silent turkey vultures lack a syrinx, the vocal organ of birds 

Dark on the top edge, lighter 
(appears silvery gray) on the 
bottom 

color of underside of wings 

slotted wing tips feathers that help turkey vultures maneuver on the wind 

soar rather than flap wings 

stomach acids destroys most disease carrying bacteria 

strong sense of smell can detect the scent of dead animals 

vomit turkey vultures react this way to deter predators or to lighten their load (after eating) to 
flee 

weak jaw muscles unable to crush prey 
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Turkey Vulture Research – KWL (Know, Want to Know, Learned) 

Objective: To conduct short research projects using several sources to build knowledge through 

investigation of different aspects of a topic. 

Materials: 

 Turkey Vulture Research – KWL Guide (Guide, pg. 12)

 Survival Secrets of the Turkey Vultures book

 Additional lessons provided on website: www.ecostoriesbydebtoor

 Pencil

 Age-appropriate research materials, primary and secondary sources. See website for quality

resource links.

Procedure: 

 Explain that the intent of this lesson is to research three aspects of the turkey vulture’s life. The

topics are as follows:

o Tell how turkey vultures protect the health of ecosystems.

o Describe the turkey vulture’s personal hygiene practices.

o Explain how the turkey vulture’s physical features help it and other life forms, survive.

 Print 3 copies of the Turkey Vulture Research – KWL Guide (Guide, pg. 12), one for each aspect

of the turkey vulture’s life being researched.

 In the upper horizontal block, instruct the students to define their research topic. State that the

students will perform three levels of research, one for each aspect listed above.

 In the first vertical column, under the word “Know,” instruct the student to list everything that

they already know about that topic.

 In the second vertical column, under the words “Want to Know,” instruct students to list things

that they would want to know about the topic.

 In the third vertical column, under the words “Learned,” instruct the students to write things

that they learned about their topic while researching it. Quite often, these facts can be quite

surprising!

 Using the lower horizontal block, students are required to cite research references. Ideally,

students would find information in a variety of ways – through citing references in Survival Skills

of the Turkey Vultures and other resources located on the website: Lessons, videos, interviews,

organization links, and through observation of the animal.

 Instruct the student to save this information to develop important and original key details for a

final writing and presentation project.
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Turkey Vulture Research – KWL Guide 

Know Learned Want to Know 

References: 

Topic being researched: 
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Turkey Vulture Positive PR Campaign 

Objective: To write an opinion piece, supporting a point of view with reasons and information. 

Materials: 

 Completed Turkey Vulture Research – KWL Guides (Guide, pg. 12)

 Central Idea Development Graphic Organizer (Guide, pg. 14)

 Survival Secrets of Turkey Vultures book, www.ecostoriesbydebtoor online articles on the history

of vulture persecutions, vulture-awareness festivals, International Vulture Awareness Day,

additional online resources on school-wide and community awareness campaigns.

 Paper

 Pencil

Procedure: 

 Students are assigned to write a persuasive essay with the intent to convince the reader that,

though the general consensus regarding the turkey vulture’s social standing is less than

appealing, they are simply misunderstood animals. Instead, the turkey vulture is a valued

creature who serves the earth in important ways. Students will use the materials and research

gathered as elements of this guide to support their position.

 Print a copy of the Central Idea Development Graphic Organizer (Guide, pg. 14).

 Using the Central Idea Development Graphic Organizer for reference, instruct students to

consider three turkey vulture adaptations/traits as Central Ideas.

 Develop each Central Idea with three facts supporting each central idea.

 Instruct students to formulate a solid opinion founded on their chosen Central Ideas and

Supporting Facts, proving to the reader that the turkey vulture is a valuable contributor to the

natural world. Explore the importance of the turkey vulture’s effect on the environment. Ask the

questions, “What would life be like without the turkey vulture?”

o In the paper, students will introduce their position clearly, state an opinion, and create

an organizational structure in which related ideas are grouped to support their point of

view.

o Students will provide reasons for their opinions that are supported by facts and details.

o Students will provide a concluding statement related to the opinion presented.

 Share work by reading aloud to the group or by speaking extemporaneously to the class.
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Central Idea Development Graphic Organizer 

Central Idea 

Central Idea 

Central Idea 
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