
Appendix B. Cultural Resource Reviews Performed at the INL Site

The Idaho National Laboratory (INL) Cultural 
Resource Management Offi  ce (CRMO) resides within 
U.S. Department of Energy - Idaho Operations Offi  ce’s 
(DOE-ID) INL Management and Operations Contractor, 
Battelle Energy Alliance. Cultural resource profession-
als within the INL CRMO coordinate cultural resource-
related activities at the INL Site and implement the INL 
Cultural Resource Management Plan (DOE-ID 2016) 
with oversight by DOE-ID’s Cultural Resource Coordi-
nator. Provisions to protect the unique cultural resources 
of the lands and facilities at the INL Site are included in 
Environmental Policies issued by Battelle Energy Alli-
ance and other INL Site contractors and in company pro-
cedures that guide work completion.

B.1 INL Section 106 Project Reviews
Cultural resource identifi cation and evaluation stud-

ies in fi scal year (FY) 2018 included archaeological fi eld 
surveys related to INL Site project activities as well as 
broader research goals, archival and historic research, 
routine monitoring of sensitive resources and ground 
disturbance associated with active INL Site projects, and 
meaningful interaction with members of the Shoshone-
Bannock Tribes and public stakeholders who value the 
largely undisturbed legacy of human history and prehis-
tory that is preserved at the INL Site. The totals reported 
in this section are derived from surveys related to INL 
Site project reviews.

In FY 2018, 29 INL Site project reviews were com-
pleted to assess potential impacts to archaeological re-
sources per the general requirements of Section 106 of 
the National Historic Preservation Act. Field investiga-
tions were completed for 16 of these proposed projects 
and 342 acres were intensively surveyed for cultural 
resources. Table B-1 provides a summary of the cultural 
resource reviews performed in 2018.

Reporting for FY 2018 INL Site Cultural Resource 
Management (CRM) projects consisted largely of rec-
ommendations tailored to specifi c projects and any ar-
chaeological resources that required consideration, all 
delivered in offi  cial e-mail notes that became part of the 
projects’ National Environmental Policy Act-driven En-
vironmental Checklists and permanent records. Several 
project-specifi c reports or plans were also prepared.

The INL Cultural Resource Management Plan de-
fi nes architectural historic properties as buildings, struc-
tures, and objects that are eligible for listing on the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places (NRHP). The historic 
property management approach includes property cat-
egories under which architectural properties are defi ned 
as eligible for listing on the NRHP. The four architectural 
property categories are (INL Cultural Resource Manage-
ment Plan 2016: pg. 160):

• Signature Properties: A term used by U.S. 
Department of Energy-Headquarters, Signature 
Properties represent the most historically important 
properties across the complex and/or properties 
that are viewed as having tourism potential. 
These properties are documented through Historic 
American Buildings Survey (HABS), Historic 
American Engineering Record (HAER), or Historic 
American Landscape Survey reports, or NRHP 
nomination packets, regardless of their ultimate 
disposition. 

• Category 1 Properties: Key individual INL 
properties (generally reactor buildings) that, through 
periodic reviews, may be reclassifi ed as Signature 
Properties. 

• Category 2 Properties: INL properties, which are 
contributing to the historic context and landscape, 
and which are directly associated with Signature or 
Category 1 properties. 

• Category 3 Properties: INL properties, which are 
contributing to the historic context and landscape, 
but which are not directly associated with Signature 
or Category 1 properties.

When an eff ect on a historic architectural property 
will be adverse and avoidance or reuse is infeasible, 
mitigation to minimize the adverse eff ect is necessary. 
Based on the relative importance of the aff ected property, 
as defi ned by the property category, mitigation includes 
varying types of documentation and potentially other ac-
tivities (DOE-ID 2016).

Fifty-six projects were identifi ed for cultural re-
source review for potential eff ects to historic architectur-
al properties in FY 2018 (Table B-2). Most of these proj-
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ects involved exempt activities including routine maintenance, 
replacement-in-kind, safety systems, and internal reconfi guration 
of active laboratories.

Two of these projects completed required mitigation:

• BEA 18 H031 - Install Floor Tile in TRA 616; Category 3 
property type mitigation, in the form of digital photography 
and completion of an Idaho Historic Sites Inventory form.

• BEA 18 H054 – 2018 CFA Excess Facilities Deactivation 
and Demolition; Category 2 property type mitigation, in 
the form of large format photography as part of a Historic 
American Landscape Survey.

B.2 INL Section 110 Research
In 2018, INL cultural resource investigations were also con-

ducted to further DOE-ID obligations under Section 110 of the 
National Historic Preservation Act. These eff orts were designed 
to develop a broad understanding of regional Native American 
and Euroamerican land use patterns, as well as assist in formulat-
ing historic contexts as per the INL Cultural Resource Manage-
ment Plan (DOE-ID 2016). In 2018, there were two active Sec-
tion 110 research designs to address archaeological context on 
the INL. These designs focus on (1) Lake Terreton and terminal 
Pleistocene and early Holocene archaeological record of the Pio-
neer Basin, and (2) trade and transport of southern Idaho volca-
nic glass sources. 

In 2018, roughly 100 acres were intensively inventoried and 
fi ve archaeological sites were recorded as part of the Lake Ter-
reton research design. With permission of private landowners, as 
well as BLM, CRMO staff  have so far gathered source samples 
from Timber Butte, Brown’s Bench, Big Southern Butte, Coal 
Banks, Cannonball Mountain, Malad, and Lake Walcott (Figure 
B-1). Preliminary results from sources gathered in 2018 indicate 
that signifi cant diff erences exist between volcanic glass sources 
utilized during the terminal Pleistocene and early Holocene, and 
those represented in Holocene assemblages. This suggests that 
land use patterns in the region may have changed during the 
onset of the Holocene to correspond with shifts in available re-
sources and an expanding seasonal round. 

B.3 Cultural Resource Monitoring
 The INL CRMO conducts yearly cultural resource moni-

toring that includes many sensitive archaeological, historic archi-
tectural and tribal resources. Results of all monitoring and formal 
impact investigations are summarized in INL/EXT 19 52647, 
Idaho National Laboratory Cultural Resource Management An-
nual Report for Fiscal Year 2018. This report is available through 
the DOE-ID Cultural Resource Coordinator or the INL Cultural 
Resource Management Offi  ce. Reports containing restricted data 
on site locations are not available to the public.
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B.4 Stakeholder, Tribal, 
Public, and Professional 
Outreach

Outreach and education are im-
portant elements in the INL CRMO 
program and eff orts are routinely ori-
ented toward the general public, INL 
employees, and stakeholders such as 
the Idaho State Historic Preservation 
Offi  ce, Shoshone-Bannock Tribes, and 
cultural resource professionals. Tools 
that facilitate communication include 
activity reports, presentations, news-
paper articles and interviews, periodic 
tours, regular meetings with Tribal rep-
resentatives, and various INL-specifi c 
internal and external media outlets. 
Educational exhibits at the Experimen-
tal Breeder Reactor-I Visitor’s Center 
(a National Historic Landmark) and the 
Big Lost River Rest Area on U.S. High-
way 20/26 are also important public 
outreach tools.

INL hosted nine cultural resource 
tours in 2018. Of the nine tours, eight 
tours included three public tours in 
commemoration of the Idaho Archaeol-
ogy and Historic Preservation Month; 
three INL employee and intern appre-
ciation tours; a tour for Senator Risch’s 
congressional staff  visiting INL; and 
a coordinated tour for DOE ID, DOE 
Headquarters staff , and the Shoshone 
Bannock Tribes. These tours included 
visits to a variety of Native American 
and Euroamerican archaeological sites 
within the INL boundaries.

Nicholas Holmer, a CRMO archae-
ologist, gave a presentation on archae-
ology to high school students at Emer-
son Alternative High School in Idaho 
Falls, Idaho, during District 91’s 2018 
Career Fair, and Reese Cook of the 
CRMO gave an overview of archaeolo-
gy to elementary students in the Gilbert 
School District in Phoenix, Arizona.

The CRMO began discussions with 
the Museum of Idaho (MOI) on the up-
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coming Way Out West Exhibit, scheduled to open in 
2020. Through 2019, the CRMO, BEA, DOE ID, and 
the Shoshone Bannock Tribes will coordinate with the 
MOI to provide interpretive material for this exhibit, 
which focuses on the history of southeastern Idaho.

The INL Site is located on the aboriginal territory 
of the Shoshone and Bannock people. The Shoshone-
Bannock Tribes have a government-to-government 
relationship with DOE-ID that is strengthened and 
maintained through an Agreement-in-Principle (AIP) 
between the Tribes and the DOE-ID (DOE-ID 2017). 
The AIP defi nes working relationships between the 
Shoshone-Bannock Tribes and DOE-ID and fosters 
a mutual understanding and commitment to address-
ing a variety of tribal concerns regarding protection 
of health, safety, and environment, including cultural 
resources of importance to the Tribes. To aid with im-

plementing cultural resource aspects of the AIP, a Cultural 
Resources Working Group comprised of representatives 
from the Shoshone-Bannock’s Heritage Tribal Offi  ce, DOE-
ID, and the INL CRMO meets on a bimonthly basis.
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Figure B-1. Southern Idaho Volcanic Glass Sample Distribution.


